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eZ2N | Wangyang's Mysterious Death Must Be Looked Into

I WANGYANG was a name strange to

Hong Kong people before his interview with

L

learned that this Hunan activist served two terms of

i-Cable was aired on June 2, when we

imprisonment adding up to a total of 21 years because
of hisinvolvementin the June 4 incident. The interview
opened our eyes to the shocking fact that, throughout
China, there must be numerous people who, like Li,
have suffered long-term imprisonment — or even now
are still in prison — because of the incident 23 years
ago.

Twice imprisoned, Li talked in the interview about
the torture he was subjected to. For instance, he was
cuffed with tailor-made handcuffs which were forcibly
fastened with the help of a pair of pliers, and this was
like clamping the wrist bones with the pliers. When he
was discharged from prison in May 2011, Li, who

measured more than six feet in height and was
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formerly heavily built, was reduced to a man who was
deaf and blind and had difficulty moving about. He had
to be looked after. However, during the interview, Li
still expressed a passionate craving for democracy,
and demanded a reversion of the official verdict on the
June4incident.

Itis simply illogical that a man who could endure the
ordeal of prolonged imprisonment and the pain of
torture would hang himself in the relative comfort of a
hospital after leaving prison. Moreover, before his
death, he told his sister again and again to buy him a
radio so that he might do some listening exercise,
which shows that despite hardships he was
determined to help himself. Judging by his character
and mental state, Li was not one to commit suicide.

And the photographs taken at the scene showing
Li's body hanging by the window frame pose several

serious questions to the credibility of the suicide claim.
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With those questions unanswered, the police's
insistence that Li had committed suicide appears
unconvincing. As Li was found dead after his interview
with i-Cable, it is a logical deduction that his death had
to do withthe interview.

In the name of maintaining stability, the mainland
authorities are using enormous resources to keep
dissidents under long-term surveillance. Blind human
rights activist Chen Guangcheng, who is now in
America, managed to slip past the security guards
monitoring him in Dongshigu village, but despite his
concrete accusations, those guards have so far gone
unpunished. And for his interview with i-Cable, Li also
managed to shake off the security guards following
him. Could it be that the guards, infuriated by this, took
revenge on him? The real cause of Li's death may lie in
the answerto this question.

Seeing how Li's body was attached to the window

frame, most people, in mainland China as well as
overseas, believe that he had been killed in revenge,
and then some people, trying to hide their guilt, faked a
suicide by hanging. If such suspicions are correct, the
case is very serious since this could not have been the
work of anindividual, but must have been the work of a
group involving at least the state security police and
the hospital. It is really horrifying if, instead of being an
institution dedicated to save people, a hospital can be
party to a murder. And if maintaining stability now
means taking unscrupulous measures that do not
exclude murder, then China's stability must be in
imminentdanger.

To dispel unnecessary suspicions, the mainland
authorities should look into the case thoroughly and

disclose the findings to the public.
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lossary

ordeal /5:'di:l/

a difficult and unpleasant experience
surveillance /s3:'veilons/

the act of carefully watching a person
suspected of a crime or a place where a crime
may be committed




